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FRINTED AT THE

By Ponsoney & WELDRIGK.

PREFACE

FoR some years past a Festival Service has been
held in the Chapel of Trinity College, Dublin, on

the evening of Trinity Manday, and a Sermon has

been preached in memory of some eminent member

of the College. No attempt has been made to select
only the very greatest names, and Trinity men may
wonder at some of the omissions. But it is well that
we should be reminded from time to time of the
services to the College rendered by benefactors like
Stearne, of the piety of Wilson, the patriotism of
Grattan and King, the bright example of Falkland,
a5 well as of the wider fame of Berkeley and Ussher

and Burke. On future occasions it is hoped that

some of the omissions may be made good, and that

Qwift and Goldsmith may receive due recognition.




PREFACE
Teantime, in b rrowing from Varro for this serjes

his title of ]r/'.-’f-;;hgf-ﬁm, we believe that we have

included in it no portrait which he

would haye
deemed unworthy of being represented on the Robe
of Athena, or to which he would have refused a

Place in his own ‘Book of Worthies.’

J. H. BERNARD.

THE DEANERY,
ST. PATRICK's CLOSE, DusLin,

St. Bartholomen's Day, 1902,
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BISHOP BERKELEY

This is Eternal Life, that they may know Thee the
only true God, and fesus Christ whom Thou hast
sent.

ST. Joun, xvii. 3.

THIS was the text selected by George Berkeley, then
at the height of his fame, when preaching at the Church
of St. Mary-le-bow the annual sermon for the Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel in the year 1732. He
had lately returned from New England, having failed in

the chivalrous enterprise which had drawn him across

the Atlantic ; and he seized the great opportunity to

speak with unfaltering conviction of the knowledge of
God which is itself Eternal Life as ¢ the greate:
that can befall us, the very
th

st good

end of our being, and

at alone which can crown and satisfy our w

and without which we shall be ever restle
»

ishes,
ss and
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uneasy.* We
y. € are
areé not now concerned with the

matter : i
er of the 1S text was not o

discourse ; but }
the text of his sermon,

To know God ; that is t

1y
it was the text of his ]iﬁ)'.
he first necessity
the image of God. -
such knowledge possible ? What,
ledge at all? It is the

- ‘ of reason,
or man is made in 3
But how is

indeed, is know-

earliest question of the
inquirer who desires to understand the mystery of his

own life and thought. What is knowledge? Who
am I that desires to know? And what is the
significance of these external objects which seem to
present themselves in the course of my experience,
as distinct from my thinking self ?

These are the questions which exercised the mind
of the strange boy, George Berkeley, when an under-
graduate of this College in the opening years of the
eighteenth century. The atmosphere of t.hc place
was, perhaps, not wholly unfavourable to ln.s mental
The College was rapidly recovering from

growth. ‘ . :
and its vigour was

the troubles of the Revolution ; '
not only indicated by the outward signs of prosperity
O c

. * e laved ut
i ildings ¢ courts displayed, b
which its new buildings and I

by the spirit of reaction '
then beginning to
fascinated not only pro-
all thoughtful men, by

against received ways
be apparent.
of speculation
Newton's Principia had
fessed mathematicians, but

& Works (th‘er’a edition), iii. 23°-
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the wide view of the universe and its laws which it
opened out. And the subtleties of the schoolmen,
already discredited among Englishmen by the teach-
ing of Bacon, were being replaced in University
studies by Locke's sober treatise on the Human
Understanding. In Dublin, both the Provost and
the Archbishop were men of mark among the
philosophical writers of the day ; and the names of
Peter Browne and of William King are not yet
forgotten among us.

This was the atmosphere in which Berkeley found
himself when he left Kilkenny School in the year
1700 and in which he passed the next thirteen years
of his life. Elected a scholar of the house while yet
a boy, in due course he gained his Fellowship, * the
only reward of learning which the kingdom of
Ireland hath to bestow, as one of his biographers
caustically observes.®* His ordination in the College
Chapel followed, with advancement as time went on,
to the usual minor offices of the College. But all
through these thirteen years, whether as boy or man,
teacher or taught, the problems on which his best
thoughts were bestowed, were concerned with those
ultimate mysteries of knowledge and existence of
which I have spoken. The pages of his Commonplace
Baok still preserve his first efforts to formulate his

* See Fraser's Life, p. 23.
F2
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I. Previous sg i
revious speculation had accepted the
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distinction between mind and m .

exact to serve as a basis for th \(Lt.tLjE: d‘ oot
‘ matter’ was freely | i ,u.n) : dml_ the word

. 5 y used in all the philosophical
treatises of the time. But Berkeley declared that
when people speak of ‘matter, they speak of what
no man can understand, for the word has no meaning
at all. Sights and sounds, tastes and smells, these
are the true realities with which we are concerned ;
but to affirm the existence of something beyond and
behind the qualities which can be perceived by the
senses, is to use words without any ideas correspond-
ing to them, and this is the universal blunder of
who *first raise a dust and then
The thesis that
a fiction

speculative writers,
. )
complain that they cannot see.

matter, apart from its qualities, is only
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me by Berkeley

is pressed ho ]

Ltaphysicians, 15 PFE0
; Pless logic which 18 still un e
of illustration and beau%r St
tings the most attractive in

£=4

phical literature. It is
trine as this, however
d. met with ridicule
inevitable that the
Socrates,

of the m answered,

with @ relent
with that wealth i

hich render his wrl .
o f English philoso

whole rangeé ©
not surprising that such a docd
cautiously and skilfully expounde
at the first. It was all but % 4
i teaching ©
hing of Berkeley, like the o
e ding to universal scepfticismm,

should be decried as lea .
and that its author should be counted by men ©
illustration of

the world as affording one more
the bewildering effects of metaphysic on the most
promising genius. The inscription below the window
placed in our Chapel in Berkeley’s honour sufficiently
indicates the temper with which his speculations
were received by many even in a later age. ¢ When
the people heard him, they were astonished at his
doctrine.

But wh'at was Berkeley’s own opinion of his work ?
o o g e s
claimed tc: have showna wl?eunﬁlt:d b5 Strea?l- 2
soupi e S ;eﬂ nowl_efige might be

hat spirit, not matter,

is the 1 zali i

b ast reality which we reach, the only active forc
n the world of which we can I 3
declares as a

now anything, He

: e i
new principle ’ that nothing exists
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% 1€ existing thing i Perceived
= * f & » PeErceived -
yet by God, the Universal Spirit
- sal Spir
mankind by the Ly

corn does not grow
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can offer to

\HI ]I\4|l-r-r\ that
na

\\]Il']l WE are not
no

only meaning

is that what we
if not by

men,
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ensations which they daj] i
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1 thus we come upon the Bej
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2 5 & matter for fine-drawn argument, byt
as " Verv o 1t - g
3 the very condition of the coherence and ity of
- / C 3 é sanity ¢
our experience : i
xperience. Do you call this novel doctrine

huﬂl’!y receive,

of God, not

says Berkeley ? Truly yes, I have called no man
master. My thoughts are my own. Newminen tran

scripsi, he proudly writes, But sceptical ? Nay:

‘The same principles, which at first view lead to
Scepticism, pursued to a certain point, bring men
back to common sense.’*

How very imperfect and crude such a sketch as
this is, those will know who have studied the history
of western philosophy. I only desire to emphasise
two or three points. First, the courage and inde
pendence of this teaching. And secondly the fact
that, be it true or false, it has coloured all later
metaphysics, More deeply than any other [:'i‘-hmfm,
Berkeley has affected the main current of speculative

He stands between Locke and Hume as

opinion.

% Works, i. 360.
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the immediate precursors of modern Idealism.

f
one o y—however bold and

And mark that this philosoph
it be—is still a Christian philosophy.

venturesome
o say that the greatest

It is 1o slight thing to be able t
hinker of his age, the greatest figure in the history
of European speculation whom our University has
trained, was one, who, like Origen, and Augustine,
and Malebranche, and Pascal, found perfect intel-
lectual freedom in ‘bringing every thought into
captivity to the obedience of Christ.*

II. A Christian philosopher: Berkeley was more
than a philosopher ; it was not on account of his
philosophy that Kant calls him ‘the good Berkeley.
And we have now to think of him, not as a philo-
sopher, but as a philanthropist; not as a student in his
cloister, but as a citizen of the world. For Berkeley
did not spend his life at Trinity College. Through
the good offices of Swift he was introduced to all
that was best in London society, where the charm
of his personality served to spread more widely the
fame which his extraordinary intellectual powers had
already gained for him. The man who was the
associate of Swift and Butler, to whom Pope assigned
‘every virtue under heaven, was at no loss for friends.
‘So much understanding, says Atterbury in his oft-
f;uoted panegyric, ‘so much knowledge, so much
mnocence, and such humility, I did not think had

52 Coyixiie:
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the Englishman in some
v most
hat India is for us. It was the

. :ons, and for the
jmportant of ourf co}l?l’-lal p(:zesgf;land lay under
ell-being of its native PEOP ceived the
. ‘bility. And Berkeley con ;
a gre::.‘t responst plishing a Missionary College m
bold idea of establis g 2 e nhaed it
.cmuda ¢ for the better supplying (as be P
Bermu ; s lantations, and for con-
of churches in our foreign P s o Let
verting the savage Americans to Christianity. ¢
Swift tell the story as he told it to the Lt)rd leu-’
tenant of the day. ‘He is an absolute phﬂo:‘rOp‘her 2
said the cynical Dean, * with respect to money, titles,
and power ; and for three years past has been struck
with a notion of founding a University at Bermudas
by a charter from the Crown. He has seduced
several of the hopefullest young clergymen and
others here, many of them well provided  for, and
all in the fairest way for preferment ; but in England
his conquests are greater, and I doubt will spread
very far this winter. . He most exorbitantly
proposes a whole hundred pounds a year for himself,
fifty POu.nds for a Fellow, and ten for a student. His
:::t E:‘ljl l:;‘:a:{ if. his Deanery be not taken from
i B o e S
Gt e sent forth Columba to preach the
¢ islands of the North was not dead;

America at that day was 10

respects like W

* Life, p. 102.
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ives. I'he clergy sent over to America’ he writes
, he S,

have proved, too many of them, very meanly

qualified, both in learning and morals, for the dis-
charge of their office. And indeed little can be
expected from the example or instruction of those
who quit their native country on no other motive
than that they are unable to procure a livelihood in
it, which is known to be often the case’ .. . But
¢ supplied ’ the Americans * must be with such as can
be picked up in England or Ireland, until a nursery

of learning for the education of the natives 13
> g
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b rbore all objections ; and it was not

ardent spirit OVe : ; e
the least wonderful result of his contagious enthusias

that he persuaded three of his collea.gu’eS, brother

Fellows of Trinity College, to abandon their prospects

at home and cast in their lot with himj We are

ot unfamiliar in our own time with the spectacle of
men giving up much that the world prizes most, in
shedience to the call of their Divine Master. But in
the eighteenth century it was counted little less than a
miracle that a Dean should abandon his deanery, and
a scholar his academic leisure with the single desire to
bring the Gospel to men of another race and country.

the:

money penses of

anticipated-
migh

¢ Works, iii. 216, 217. t Ibid., iii. 225.

1 Their names are worthy of record : William Thompson, Jonathan
Rogers, and James King.
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the love of money, the corruption of political
sanship, proved too strong. Andb oS- e
returned to London with impoverished fortune, but
with unabated courage, and endowed with that
larger and more genial wisdom which trial and
discipline bring to the brave and wise.

[1I. Courage and wisdom : they are the two notes
of his life. I have tried to speak of the first. The
story of his later years will obundantly illustrate the
The period of storm and stress was now
1 came of an Irish Bishopric,

second.

past ; and the offer soo1 o
if 1 , money standards.
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that Swift had found him. W'he'n the lr'lsh’ Pﬁma‘;y
is vacant, this is the spirit in which he repl:es -tc') lt e
suggestion of advancement : ¢« am no rr}an s 1:11.a .-0]:
competitor in this matter. [ am not in love wit
feasts, and crowds, and visits, and late hour-s, and
strange faces, and a hurry of affairs often insignificant.
For my own private satisfaction 1 had rather be
master of my time than wear a diadem. 1 repeat
these things to you, that I may not seem to have
declined all steps to the Primacy out of singularity,
or pride, or stupidity, but from solid motives. As
for the argument from the opportunity of doing good,
I observe that duty obliges men in high stations not
to decline occasions of doing goed ; but duty doth
not oblige men to solicit such high stations.”™

# Life, p- 313. The same spirit shows itself in an interesting letter
in the p jon of the Bishop of Ripon (hitherto unpublished),
written, in 1745, by Berkeley to Dr. Clarke, the Vice-Provost of
Trinity College, who had apparently solicited his good offices in the
matter of preferment :—*¢ I would not suppose your affairs are at all
the worse for my not being in towne ; for, to speak the truth, T would
have been of no use with my Lord Lieutenant, unless he had given me
a deca_nt opportunity of speaking to the point, by consulting or advis-
ing with me about it, a thing which I had no right to expect. I have
b:en_ told His Excellency expressed a particular esteem for
p:lbllck]y at the Castle, on o 1 of the cc SH 1 m:;u
him, 0: his first amival, This p 1 pi jom in yg;:'n' "
grounded on his own sense of m"' i ini .
twenty recommendations, even o!::nhrou ::;tmx;:: iI:y Tm:'nwﬂomm
have a right to make them. To conclude, I wish el §
el i b v i you all success in
to the worthy Vice-P) 5 regard,” &c.  Berkeley’s rebuke
rovost is very dexterously expressed,
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and is one of t}
most remark > episc ; .
: emarkable episcopal utterances ever published
in this c 'y, W b
is country, Why should we not’ he asks
conspire in one and the same design to promote

the common good of our country ?* And he was

not a prophet of smooth things. ‘Indolence in dirt,
says this keen observer, ‘is a terrible symptom . .

[and] alas! our poor Irish are wedded to dirt on
principle. It is with some of them a maxim that
the way to make children thrive is to keep them
dirty. And I do verily believe that the familiarity
with dirt, contracted and nourished from their infancy,
is one great causc of that sloth which attends them
in every stage of life. Were Chl]dl‘cl]‘ but brought
up in an abhorrence of dirt, and obliged to keep

themselves clean they would have something to do,
o111 Jean,

ing.” e was plain
whereas they now do nothingt Her I

i t Jbid, iii. 445
® [Works, iil. 437
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deed ; and it is much to the credit of the
’

aking in o
sp:t‘cs ioncerned and an eloguent Wifncss to the
parti

high esteem in which tht? Bishop was he]ld- b-y t::l_
classes, that he was publicly thanked for his 1
vention by the men whom he had addressed. But
the Bishop did not confine himself to language such
as this. We at least cannot forget that he wa.s fhe
first Irishman of position to recommend the admission
of Roman Catholics to this College.* For he recog-
nised that the University had duties to the nation
which were not discharged by providing instruction
for a favoured class.

In the encouragement of tolerance, of industry, of
learning, among all ranks of his countrymen the
autumn of life was serenely passed. Philosophy, he
taught men by precept and by example, was no idle
dreaming. ‘ Truth itself’ he had said, ‘is valued by
the public, as it hath an influence and is felt in the
course of life. You may confute a whole shelf of
schoolmen and discover many speculative truths,
without any great merit towards your country.’ And
in the pursuit of truth, the quest after knowledge,
he is no less eager than in the days of old. He is
not indeed so proudly confident. The great philo-
sophical treatise in which he has embodied the
mature thoughts of his old age is far different in tone

* See Horks, iii. 371,
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the world’s wisdom is
dark
o . The k““‘\']l‘!h::‘ of God
is still to be sought by the path on which ne
travelled in youthful hope ; and the knowledge is
man’s highest wisdom. But we know ‘in part’ <‘m!\-.
though indeed e Awnow. ‘Minute philosophy 1]1‘,
charlatanism of the shallow writers of the time he is
still as bold to unmask as in those matchless
dialogues which were the fruit of his American
leisure. But he has less temper, as life advances,
for controversy. And as in pure philosophy, so in
the region of theology. He lets us see once or twice
how meanly he thought of religious disputations.
« The Church would thrive and flourish beyond all
if some certain persons minded piety
CIf we prop(;rtioncd our zeal
if we could love
if we

opposition
—
more than politics.
to the importance of things ;
we do not approve;

5 inions
men whose opinio! gt
iked it less; if we had

the world more and | g e
ne perfection and our OW
prom te

knew )
a due sense of the Divi i
1 > - /i
defects’ ;1 then could we be in the way
Works, il. 91 t Tbid., iii- 250
w i orks, ii. 91.
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the knowledge of God and of His Blessed Son our

Lord. -
As we recall on this day of thanksgiving, my

brethren, the memories of past generations, as we
sing ¢ the praise of great men and of our fathers who
begat us, we cannot but feel that the inheritance of
honour to which we have succeeded brings with it
inspiration no less than example. The study of such
a life as that of George Berkeley surely has its
lessons of courage and wisdom for all of us, old and
young, teachers and taught, in these altered days.
The splendid courage which will not shrink from
misrepresentation in the effort to proclaim what is
felt to be true : the still more noble courage, whose
root, as Plato tells us, is a knowledge of the things
really to be feared,* which will face the difficulties and
obligations of life without the protection of popular
approval : that highest courage of all, which will
make the venture of faith, in spite of fightings and
fears within and without, which will count all things
but loss ‘for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus our Lord’; these will still appeal to
young and ardent souls.

But it is no unthinking or unreasoned venture
which Berkeley will commend to you. The religious
life is the truly rational life. ‘This is Eternal Life,

* See Repudlic, iv. 7.
G
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to know Thee the only true God and Jesus Chyist
For He who is the

Life is also the Truth,

speak to us once more of the

whom Thou hast sent.’ Way and
the

Let Berkeley’s voice

spirit in which that
‘ Truth is the cry of
Certainly, where it is ¢
chief passion, it doth not give way to vul

highest wisdom shall be gained.,

all, but the game of a few. he

gar cares
and views ; nor is it contented with a little ardour in
the early time of life ; active, perhaps, to pursue, but
not so f'1't to weigh and revise. He that would make
a real progress in knowledge must dedicate his age as
well as his youth, the later growth as well as first
fruits, at the altar of Truth.'#*

* Works, ii. 508.
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